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situation, depending on the clarity of his vision and the keen-
ness of his intuition. Just as a general of the ordinary army may
alter his plans and orders according to the changing situation
and the tactics of the enemy, so also the satyagrahi general.
Over and above the situation outside, the latter has also to exa-
mine himself and to listen to "the dictates of the inner self".32
It is unnecessary and impossible to visualize and draw up any
detailed scheme of the resistance to cover all cases. To do so is
to reduce a life-process to a set of cut-and-dried logical steps.
Hence Gandhiji's much-criticized "one-step-enough-for-me"
dictum. Thus he wrote in 1939, "Do not expect me to reveal how,
if ever, I shall launch civil disobedience. I have nothing up my
sleeve, and I will have no knowledge until the last moment. I
am not made that way. I knew nothing of the salt march until
practically the moment it was decided upon. This I know that
God has rarely made me repeat history and He may not do so
this time."33 We propose, therefore, to confine ourselves to the
general principles of corporate resistance as inferred from the
past instances.

In chapter VII, we have discussed the object of non-violent
resistance, the test of the genuineness of resistance, and the
importance of persuasion, education of public opinion and
efforts for compromise preceding the actual outbreak of hosti-
lities. These equally apply to non-violent resistance on a group
scale.

Gandhiji attaches great importance to open dealing in
satyagraha. Upton Close once called him "the world's greatest
example of political straightforwardness, the only true follower
of the ideal of open diplomacy openly arrived at."34 Pursuit of
truth at any cost is to him the only diplomacy and this rules out
secrecy of all kinds. He wrote in 1931, "In the method we are
adopting, fraud, lying, deceit and all ugly brood of violence and
untruth have absolutely no room* Everything is done openly
and above board, for truth hates secrecy. The more open you
are, the more truthful you are likely to be."35
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